Or books to compile

Of divers manner of style,

Vice to revile,

And sin to exile,

To teach or to preach

As reason will reach ?

So said Skelton three centuries ago, and for myself I say
once more what Skelton would have been well pleased to
have heard said by any one,

Aballiboozo !

Dear Author, says one of those Readers who deserve to be
pleased, and whom, therefore, there is a pleasure in pleasing,
dear Author ! may I not ask wherefore you have twice in
this Chapter Extraordinary given us part of your long mys-
terious word, and only part, instead of setting it before us
at full length ?

Dear Reader ! you may; and you may also ask unblamed
whether a part of the word is not as good, that is to say, as
significant, as the whole ? You shall have a full and satis-
factory answer in the next Chapter.

CHAPTER   LXXVII
WHEREIN A SUBSTITUTE FOR OATHS, AND OTHER PASSIONATE
INTERJECTIONS IS EXEMPLIFIED
What have we to do with the times ?    We cannot cure 'em:
Let them go on: when they are swoln with surfeits
They'll burst and stink; Then all the world shall smell 'em.
BEAUMONT AND FLETCHER
Once more, Reader, I commence with
Aballiboozobanganorribo ;
Do not suppose that I am about to let thee into the mysteries
of that great decasyllabon ! Questo e bene uno de9 piu pro-
fondi segreti ch* abbia tutto il mondo, e quasi nessuno il $a; e sia
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